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President Bush. Mr. President, thank you
very much, and thank you for your hospi-
tality. Laura and I are glad to be back in
China. And I thank you for the constructive
conversation we just had.

The United States and China share many
common opportunities and challenges in the
21st century. We're important trading part-
ners. We benefit from a system of free and
fair trade. We’ll continue to work with China
to open up markets and level the playing field
for American goods and services and work
with China to strengthen protection of intel-
lectual property rights. And we'll continue to
work with China to help implement its July
commitment to a flexible market-based cur-
rency.

It is important that social, political, and re-
ligious freedoms grow in China. And we en-
courage China to continue making the his-
toric transition to greater freedom.

The United States expresses our deepest
condolences to China for the Chinese citi-
zens killed in the terrorist attack in Amman,
Jordan. Terrorism is a threat to both our
countries, and I welcome China’s coopera-
tion in the war against terror.

Our two nations seek a Korean Peninsula
that is stable, at peace, and free of nuclear
weapons. Thank you for taking a lead in the
six-party talks. The fourth round of the six-
party talks in September ended with a joint
statement in which North Korea committed
to abandon all nuclear weapons and all exist-
ing nuclear programs. The United States ex-
pects them to honor that commitment.

And we had a good talk about energy.
China is a growing economy, and China rec-
ognizes, like the United States recognizes, in
order to keep our economies growing in the
years to come, we've got to share tech-
nologies and diversify away from hydro-
carbons.

Our two countries are working together to
address the threat of the pandemic disease
through the international partnership on
avian and pandemic influenza. Mr. President,
thank you for your lead on this issue. The
President gave a very strong statement at
APEC about the need for all of us to work
together on a potential pandemic.

The relationship between China and the
United States is an important relationship.
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This trip will make it stronger. And Mr.
President, Laura and I look forward to wel-
coming you and Madam Liu to the White
House next year. Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. in the
Hebei Room at the Great Hall of the People. In
his remarks, he referred to Liu Yongging, wife
of President Hu.
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Thank you. It’s good to see you again, sir.
I remember our visit very well. And I thank
you for this invitation to come and talk and
have lunch. It will give us a chance to con-
tinue to strengthen this very important rela-
tionship. And I agree with you; it’s a relation-
ship where we’ve got common interests. We
don’t agree on every issue, but we do agree
we should discuss our differences and our
likenesses in a cordial manner.

And so I look forward to this meeting a
lot. Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:07 p.m. at the
Diaoyutai Guest House. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.
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President’s Visit to China/Domestic
Debate on Iraq

The President. Thank you all. We started
our day here going to a church service that
was really uplifting. I was—I wasn’t sure
what to expect, and I can tell you that the
service was full of spirit, and the preacher
gave a really good sermon. She was—I'm
sure you made her nervous with all the cam-
eras and everything, but she was really good.
And it was a wonderful way to start the morn-
ing.

gAs I mentioned to the President as well
as to you all on the steps of the church, a
society that welcomes religion is a whole-
some society; it’s a whole society. And I felt



